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BEFORE WE GET STARTED ...
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@ Poll Everywhere




Do you have a favorite restaurant?

Yes

No

Any restaurant is
better than my cooking

Powerad hyv ‘h Pall Fvarvwhere

Start the presentation to see live content. For screen share software, share the entire screen. Get help at pollev.com/app



ETHICS & HUMANITY:
THE CO-EXISTENCE
OF
PROSECUTORIAL DUTY
&

HUMAN BIAS

Elizabeth Burton Ortiz
Executive Director

Arizona Prosecuting Attorneys’ Advisory Council
August 6,2021




LEGAL DISCLAIMER ... M NOT A PSYCHOLOGIST

ECONOMICS




POTENTIAL IMPACT
OF BIAS ON

PROSECUTORIAL
DUTY







Is bias inherently bad?

Yes

No

Only if it is different
than what | believe
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SIMILARITY BIAS
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“I don't care if she is a tape dispenser. I love her”




EXPERIENCE BIAS




DISTANCE BIAS




SAFETY BIAS




CONFIRMATION BIAS

So, it |t tuens out confirmation bias

Mmeans exackly what | exPoc_Ee.{
€ to mean.




WASON RULE
DISCOVERY TEST

Confirmation Bias and the Wason Rule Discovery Test
(explorable.com)




TYPES OF CONFIRMATION BIAS




FACT: PRIUS OWNERS ARE THE SAFEST, MOST
COURTEOUS DRIVERS




YOUR FAVORITE RESTAURANT
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IMPLICIT BIAS




IMPLICIT VS. EXPLICIT BIAS




IMPLICIT ASSOCIATION TEST



HAVE YOU EVER ...
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What does this bumper sticker tell you about the driver?

The driver is strongly against
impaired driving

The driver is careful in
operating a motor vehicle

Both Aand B

None of the above. Who knows
if the driver even put the
bumper sticker on the car?

Powered hv ‘h Pall Fvarvwhere
.. Start the presentation to see live content. For screen share software, share the entire screen. Get help at pollev.com/app -.



"= "
What does this bumper sticker tell you about the driver?

The driver is strongly against
law enforcement

The driver does not care about
following traffic laws

DEFUND THE POLICE

Both Aand B

None of the above. Who knows
if the driver even put the
bumper sticker on the car?
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What does this bumper sticker tell you about the driver?

The driver is a scientist A

Thedriver is making a
political statement B

BothAandB | C

None of the above. Who knows
if the driver even put the D
bumper sticker on the car?
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OVERARCHING DUTY
TO BE
MINISTER OF JUSTICE




DOES HUMAN BIAS IMPACT
PROSECUTORIAL DUTY?
=

(UESTION




BIAS CAN BE ANYWHERE ...
EVEN IN MAYBERRY
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SAM BECKER




CONFIRMATION BIAS?




- : : - "
Based on this information, Barney Fife's suspicions

regarding Sam Becker:

Rise to the level of probable cause that
there is “somebody with a bullet in him”

Merit further investigation

Are nothing more than conjecture
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GATEKEEPERS TO THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE
SYSTEM

-







POTENTIAL IMPACT OF BIAS ON

INVESTIGATION
Investigator doesn't Communicates this
believe the victim suspicion to the victim

{

Victim withdraws and/or

“See, | knew it was _
becomes non-cooperative

a false report!”




REASONABLE MINDS CAN DIFFER
... THE GOAL IS TO ENSURE FAIR
ASSESSMENT

Material Fact A

Could

“A s Reasonable “A g
True” n.lmdf n;lght False™
would be mel‘ A ,tf would be
Irrational. be “True Irrational.

or “False”.







BIAS IMPACTS VICTIMS TOO




EVERYDAY TIPS FOR
EXTRAORDINARY PUBLIC SERVANTS




MORETIPS ...



BACKTO MAYBERRY ...

WHAT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

WOULD IT TAKETO CHANGE BARNEY’S
OPINION ABOUT SAM BECKER?







THANK YOU FOR BEING A MINISTER OF JUSTICE
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CONTACT INFORMATION

ELIZABETH BURTON ORTIZ
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

APAAC
ELIZABETH.ORTIZ@APAACAZ.COM




